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 project that 
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a Lao political  
    camp 

and his work to 
bring a 

to others.

Three ways you can participate:

● Volunteer your talents (particularly 
legal, financial and film expertise)
● Spread the word about the project
● Invest/contribute to the project

Please mail investments/contributions* to:
"I Little Slave" Project
Bank of Oswego
Lake View Village
310 North State Street, Suite 218
Lake Oswego, Oregon 97034

* Confidentiality is provided upon request. 
Minimum contribution is $10. Contributions 
are not tax deductible. Return on investment 
is not guaranteed. Based on the book, "I Little Slave," by Bounsang Khamkeo

The Lao People's Democratic Republic 
(LPDR) is one of two remaining one-
party Communist countries in Southeast 
Asia. Surrounded by China, Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Thailand and Myanmar, Laos is 
nonetheless one of the poorest nations in 
the region.

According to the U.S. Department of 
State, Laos continues to arbitrarily arrest 
individuals and imprison them in harsh 
conditions.

Dr. Khamkeo was imprisoned at Sop Hao1 
and Red Cliff2 Re-Education camps—two 
of the most brutal prisons in Laos during 
the 1980s.

Aloun Khamkeo's childhood depiction of his father's life in 
prison in one of a series of drawings.



Bounsang Khamkeo (on right) in Paris, France, 1964.

(Left photo) Khamkeo on right; 
(bottom photo) Khamkeo seated 
to then UN Secretary-General 
Kurt Waldheim's immediate left.

Once Bounsang Khamkeo represented 
his cherished Laos at the highest levels of 
government. He returned to his country in 
1973 with a doctorate in political science 
from the University of Toulouse. Within five 
years, his expertise and diplomatic insight 
earned him the prestigious position of 
Executive Secretary of the Laotian Mekong 
Committee. In the position, Dr. Khamkeo 
negotiated international development 
agreements with UN and other regional 
members. 

Corruption in Laos ripped Dr. Khamkeo 
from his post and forced him into the 
notorious re-education camps where death 
and despair are the only constants. Dr. 
Khamkeo survived more than seven years 
in two camps situated along the border 
with Vietnam. Dr. Khamkeo vowed inside 
those camps to live for his family and to 
champion democracy and human rights if 
he made it out alive.

Dr. Khamkeo published "I Little Slave" 
in 2007 to tell the world of his ordeal 
and to promote hope for others. The "I 
Little Slave" film project seeks to take his 
message to the world. 

Dr. Khamkeo's wife and 
four children struggled 
to survive every day 
he was in prison. The 
lower photo shows Dr. 
Khamkeo shortly after 
his release in 1988.

Dr. Khamkeo is now a behavioral health 
counselor at the Avel Gordly Center for 
Healing with the Oregon Health and 
Science University (OHSU) in Portland, 
Oregon. His expertise is with immigrant 
and refugee clients from Southeast Asia. 
He speaks three dialects of Chinese, along 
with Vietnamese, Thai, Laotian, French and 
English.

Dr. Khamkeo's story is more than a survival 
story of one man. "I Little Slave" is the 
story of what democracy and human rights 
means to the world—and what it means to 
lose them. The "I Little Slave" film project 
is supported by a diverse group of people 
in the U.S. who believe that Dr. Khamkeo's 
survival and work can make a difference 
around the world.

You can read his story in his book, "I Little 
Slave," available at Amazon, Powell's 
Books and other fine bookstores.

You can learn more about his story and 
vision for democracy in Laos at Foreign 
Interest, (www.foreigninterest.com). You'll 
find the latest news and ways to help 
the "I Little Slave" film project in Foreign 
Interest's new "Projects" section. If you 
wish to be included on the ILS mailing 
list for updates and other news about the 
project, please your name, email address, 
city, state and country to: projects@
foreigninterest.com. Make sure to add "ILS 
Mailing List" in the address line.


